Hampton Baptist Church Buildings Through the Years

The Hampton Baptist Church (VDHR #114-0057) is a Gothic Revival Church located at 40
Kings Way. The sanctuary was constructed in 1883 and is on the site of several previous
churches dating back to 1831. The current church was designed by local architect Charles
T. Holtzclaw, who was also a congregant. There was a larger balcony and organ added in
the 1920s.

The original sanctuary is a three-bay church with each side bay containing an entrance to
the church. The middle bay contains several stained-glass windows at each level with
rectangular openings on the first story and lancet style windows on the second level. The
right bay is also a three-story steeple and bell tower with rounded arch windows on the
second level. The hipped/gabled roof is clad in slate.

Ca. 1899
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This is the sanctuary building around 1899, about 18 years after construction. This picture

was taken along a street that no longer exists. In 1899, what we now call the "Gilded Age"
was in full swing. The Spanish-American War had ended the year before, and the United
States was experiencing rapid industrialization, urbanization, and social change. William
McKinley was president, automobiles were practically nonexistent, and the church building
had no electricity. Dr. A.B. Woodfin was the pastor.



Between 1903-1913

This is the sanctuary in a photo taken sometime between 1903-1913, when Dr. E. Pendleton
Jones was the pastor.
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This is the sanctuary building in the winter of 1919. In this year Dr. William Stuart was the
pastor. The banner hanging out front advertises a bazaar on three nights in December,
complete with supper and a free musical.

When this photo was taken in late 1919, Woodrow Wilson was president, the Treaty of
Versailles had just ended World War I, and the League of Nations (predecessor to the UN)
was brand new.



1940s

This is the sanctuary building, likely taken in the 1940s. The congregation had just
witnessed the Second World War.



This is the sanctuary building, probably in the early 1990s. In May 1999, wind shear blew
the steeple from the building. The steeple was replaced, but the front of the building looks a
little different after the repairs. Another clue that this is an older photo are the concrete
planters in the street—at this point, Kings Way was pedestrianized and carried no vehicle
traffic.
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On May 23, 1999, the steeple blew over during a strong windstorm. The congregation spent
many months worshipping in the old fellowship hall while repairs were made. There was
some debate about what to do, but eventually we decided to put the steeple back on the
building. Ever since then, the front of the building has looked slightly different. Also visible is
the now-demolished 1960s educational building.



Hampton Baptist Church
FS 1791

Today the church buildings are a mix of old and new, from the 1883 sanctuary building to
the 1920s educational building to our newest structure built in 2016.



